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Giving For a Purpose

A Conversation with the Pastor on Stewardship
What is Giving For a Purpose?

Doug Learned: Giving For a Purpose is about fulfilling the mission
God gives us. At the end of Matthew, Jesus says, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded
you.” Our purpose is to make disciples who make more disciples, and
to share the good news through
words and actions. When we give
to the church, we are giving to a
mission organization, God’s mission
organization that he designed to accomplish that purpose. This is what
our stewardship efforts should always emphasize.

How does Giving For a Purpose support the church?

DL: We have bills to pay, but that’s
not why we are giving. The church
is a heavenly organization on Earth,
and because of this, it requires our
resources. Thankfully, we have a
magnificent campus and gifted staff
that helps the congregation accomplish God’s mission for us. Each of
those things — congregation, staff
and even our church campus — are
God’s instruments to be used for
his greater purpose.

Name some ways lives are
transformed through giving.

DL: An elder at a congregation I
served with in Chicago said that

the more he gave, the more he was
challenged to keep up with God’s
generosity. I liked the idea that he
made a deliberate effort to keep up
with God’s generosity in his own
giving. His giving reflected an attitude of faith that recognized how
good and generous God is to us. We
are growing in our own reflection of
God’s generosity. That way we grow
as people of faith because we are
reflecting what God has done for
us.

Why is it so important to
meet/exceed your giving
commitment?
DL: The biblical model for giving
in the church is a 10% tithe. We
always encourage people to work
toward that biblical standard. What
people will discover is that the
more they give, the more they will
feel a part of what God is doing in
the world and they can feel a sense
of investment in the church’s ministry. The more financially committed
you are, the more you have a sense
of personal ownership for the ministry that takes place in the church.
It’s an investment and a means
of participation. It goes beyond
yourself and helps you accomplish
something greater in the world as
you partner with other followers of
Jesus Christ, as we are led together
by the Holy Spirit. Ultimately, it is
his ministry, but he invites us in.

How has the stewardship

Doug Learned

giving campaign changed in
the last year?
DL: This year we have a component
that we didn’t realize was coming, a
hurricane. Like a lot of organizations
and churches, we suffered damage
and water came in. Most of the
damaged areas were in buildings
that are integrated into the whole
campus, but are themselves older
structures. We will need to restore
those places after all the cleanup
is complete. The cost will be significant, given the size of our campus.
We’re expecting over $400,000.
This year, we are asking for an annual commitment and an extraordinary gift to help restore our campus, so this facility will continue to
be an instrument of God’s ministry
to Naples and beyond.

How does staff fit into the
picture?

DL: The role of staff is to facilitate
the ministry of the people of the

“It is about our personal spiritual discipline, and our
call to reflect the character of God.”

congregation. It’s not that we hire staff to do ministry
on the congregation’s behalf. Rather, we hire staff to
help the congregation fulfill its purpose for Christ. The
building too is here to help facilitate our ministry to this
community and to the world, and that’s why we support it.

Should people designate their annual giving
commitment?
DL: I encourage people to prioritize their giving within
their own finances, to give consistent with the biblical
annual tithe, trusting that the leaders of the church will
work with the congregation to reflect what we believe
God wants to accomplish through our ministries and our
mission partnerships. Giving is an act of faith and trust
in God. I want people to experience the joy that comes
when you give freely without restrictions. There is always an opportunity to make special gifts. The church
has a great history of that.

Why is it so important to give?

DL: Sometimes it is easy to drift into thinking that it is
about paying the church’s bills. Ultimately, it is about
our personal spiritual discipline, and our call to reflect
the character of God. It’s about getting on board with
God’s generosity and experiencing the joy of that ride
for ourselves. It’s a blessing to us, to the church and to
the people to whom the church ministers.

Why is it called Giving For a Purpose?

DL: We are giving to accomplish God’s mission in the
world, to fulfill The Great Commission to make disciples. When a church is driven by that purpose, that’s
when ministries truly thrive and grow.

Final thoughts

DL: Out of necessity, we combined two efforts for 2018:
our annual giving commitment and, in addition, our
commitment for restoration following Hurricane Irma.
Over the last 50 years, people have accomplished remarkable things through their giving for ministry and
for our church campus. One example is the Baker Center
and the generator. It was used in the aftermath when
many people had no power. We welcomed over 100
people to come and cool off, get ice to store medicine
and to recharge their spirits as well as their cellphones,
computer batteries and even an electric wheelchair. All
of that resulted from gifts that people gave in the past.
If people hadn’t given generously then, we wouldn’t
have been able to serve these people during a really
vulnerable time for many in the community and this
neighborhood. This is just one example of how past giving continues to shape our ministry today.
I want people to look back to this chapter in time when
we are challenged financially and say that the congregation met the challenge. We could do it because we
recognized the greater purpose of the church: to equip
future generations for ministry.

Children & Youth Ministry

Come for fun at Family Fall Festival, October 28
Join us for our annual Family Fall Festival and Trunk-or-Treating on Saturday, October 28. This night is fun for the whole
family and includes enjoying a meal together, playing carnival games and jumping in a bounce house, to trick-or-treating out of each other’s car trunks.
5:30 – 6:15 p.m.

Dinner served in Moss Hall ($3 per person)
Hot dogs, vegetables and hummus, fruit and chips

6 – 7 p.m.

Carnival games and prizes in the Baker Center Gym
Run by our Moorings Middle and High School Youth

6:45 – 7:30 p.m.

Trunk-or-Treating in the parking lot

Costumes Welcome

Sign up to decorate your trunk and reserve your spot for dinner.
Register at the church reception desk or by emailing Arowland@mooringschurch.org.

Three congregations worshipped in the Baker Center gym after Hurricane Irma: MPC, First Presbyterian
Church of Naples and Cumberland Church, a Hispanic congregation. The Baker Center gym was also open
following the storm for those seeking respite from the
heat due to power outages, and hosted members of the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, who were in town to
assess the needs of Presbyterian congregations in the
area. Their representative, the Rev. Bill Neely, of Greenville, N.C. spoke to the 140 people who attended.

People of Praise

Alexandra Carlson
Transcendent Beauty kicks off
Hyacinth Series November 12

As we trust in Jesus Christ through active steps to follow his
leading, the Holy Spirit transforms our lives. Once we see this at
work in our lives, the spirit becomes easier to identify. Our lives
will demonstrate attitudes of prayer, praise and witness that
mark us as being God’s own.
In this issue of Moorings Line, “People of Praise” showcases Alexandra Carlson and how God works through her and her
skillful abilities as a classical concert pianist. Alexandra shares
her story of obtaining a musical education in St. Petersburg,
Russia and moving to Naples.
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he’s a familiar face, one
you may see sitting in the
pew right next to you worshiping on Sundays. It’s a blessing
that Alexandra Carlson, a gifted classical concert pianist, is
a member of Moorings Presbyterian Church. Today, she
expresses her spiritual journey through the keys on the
Fazioli grand piano that sits in
our beautiful sanctuary.
“Music is very spiritual,”
Alexandra said. “It elevates us
all.”
On November 12, Alexandra will perform in the Hyacinth Series season opener.
Promising a program of Baroque and Romantic music, it
will be the first time for Alexandra to sit at the Fazioli for
a Hyacinth Series concert. But
Alexandra has had plenty of
chances to touch those ivory
keys, as she often plays during
worship service. “My favorite
is to play the prelude,” Alexandra said, “It’s a great way
to meditate on the message
you’re about to receive from
the sermon.”
Raised Russian Orthodox

while growing up in St. Petersburg, Russia, Alexandra calls
herself a traditionalist, believing it is important to follow
rituals and attend church services. “My faith is my moral
compass that keeps me centered through the hard times
and happy times,” she said.
“In difficult times, like our recent hurricane, that is when
you rely on your faith. It gives
you strength and hope.”
For the Hyacinth concert,
she will perform “Scherzi No.
1-4” by Chopin. “These are
beautiful and challenging
pieces, both technically and
musically, with many different
dimensions,” Alexandra said.
“I always wanted to do Chopin when I thought about this
series.”
Another selection is “Partita No. 1” by J.S. Bach. Though
this isn’t necessarily sacred
music, Alexandra believes
Bach is a perfect pairing for
the concert. “Chopin studied
Bach continuously throughout his life, so adding Bach
to the program seemed like a
natural connection.” Plus, she

likes how both pieces are meditative and spiritual. “I think the audience will enjoy them.”
Playing the piano came naturally for Alexandra. Around age 5, she started studying piano at
the St. Petersburg Conservatory in Russia. It was
the cultural capital, she explained. “To become
proficient in piano, you have to start at an early
age. I was very fortunate to be admitted to their
preparatory division.”
Shortly after graduating with her master’s
degree, Alexandra met Rob Carlson, an American who was teaching business classes with the
New Horizons Foundation in Russia. He was a
part of a selection process that brought Alexandra to the U.S. “I studied in Boston with the
Boston Symphony Orchestra before returning to
Russia to pursue my doctorate,” she explained.
The duo reconnected years later in Russia, when
Alexandra served as a translator for Rob. They
married in 2011 and moved to Naples a year later. The couple has two children together, Ingrid,
3, and Billy, 1.
A longtime worshiper at Moorings, Rob
would bring Alexandra to church here before
they moved to Naples, attending services at
Easter and Christmas with his parents, Rollie
and Margie Carlson. They even had their wedding ceremony in Webster Chapel. “Our first social and spiritual connections [in Naples] were
through this church,” Alexandra said. “It was the
beginning of our life in this town: from marriage,
to our children being born, to making music.”
And Alexandra loves making music. Her latest endeavor is working on a CD with violinist
Daniela Shtereva, of the Naples Philharmonic,
and a five-time Grammy-award-winning sound
engineering team. But don’t expect well-known
works to be part of the compilation, which is now
in the final editing stages before being released
later this season. “We recorded lesser-known
pieces filled with poignancy and depth,” Alexandra said, citing composers Joseph Achron and
Guillaume Lekeu. “I am extremely blessed to
have the capability to make this happen.”
Though her musical repertoire is expansive,
she won’t call out just one as her favorite. Instead, Alexandra said, her favorite piece is the
one she is working on right now. “I pour my
heart and soul into it.”
Come to the concert, titled Transcendent
Beauty, on November 12 to witness it.

The Hyacinth Series
The Moorings musical programs are presented for our
church and community to the glory of God. We are excited
to welcome all the musicians who are involved in this year’s
performances, and that everyone who attends will feel a
greater connection to Him through these artistic offerings.
The series showcases the beauty and excellent acoustic environment of the nearly 900-seat sanctuary, as well as the
Fazioli concert grand piano and the Sterritte Family Organ.
Doors open 45 minutes before performance.

Sunday, November 12 | 4 p.m.
Alexandra Carlson, piano
Works of Chopin and Bach

Sunday, January 21 | 4 p.m.
Chrysalis Chamber Players
Trumpet, piano and strings

Sunday, February 18 | 4 p.m.

Monica Czausz, organ
A premier concert organist

Sunday, March 11 | 10 a.m. Worship

Chancel Choir, soloists and members of the Naples Philharmonic
Excerpts from Handel’s MESSIAH

Sunday, March 18 | 4 p.m.
Chamber Choir of FGCU
Choral works with organ

Sunday, April 15 | 4 p.m.
Many Moorings Organists
Music spanning many
musical periods and styles

Save these dates | Visit mooringschurch.org for complete calendar
WEDNESDAY DINNERS BEGIN
November 8 | 5 p.m.
It’s that time again for Wednesday
Dinners. Our favorite chefs, Michael and
Evie Viggiani, have returned to prepare
a delicious soup-and-salad meal: Italian
Wedding soup with chicken meatballs
(gluten free), salad greens, sliced grilled
chicken breast, chocolate pudding with
fresh whipped cream, fresh fruit.

GIVING FOR A PURPOSE
November 5 | 10 a.m.
November kicks off our 2018 Giving For a
Purpose campaign. You should have received
a giving commitment letter in the mail. Please
return the cut-off portion with your 2018
giving commitment. If you need assistance
setting up an online giving account, please
visit the kiosk on November 5. A staff member
will be available after both worship services to
help. Please bring your bank routing number
and account number.

Annual Immokalee
“Thanksgiving in the Park”
The Guadalupe Center in Immokalee is gearing
up for another “Thanksgiving in the Park” serving
traditional Thanksgiving meals to residents in Immokalee. This is a huge undertaking and they only
do it with many volunteers. If you would like to donate a cooked or thawed turkey, or a commercially
baked pie, please bring it to MPC on Tuesday, November 21. Food will then be brought to St. John
the Evangelist Church in North Naples on Wednesday where they will be cooking and preparing the
meal.
If you would like to volunteer your time, help
is needed on Wednesday, November 22 at St. John
the Evangelist Church and Thanksgiving Day at Immokalee Airport Park. If you would like to volunteer
on Wednesday, please contact JP at St. John the
Evangelist, jp@sjecc.com. To volunteer on Thanksgiving Day, please contact Megan at the Guadalupe
Center, mbecker@guadalupecenter.org.

Did you know?
Extreme poverty has been cut in half
over the past 25 years. In a recent
survey, only 1% of respondents knew
this. There is progress and hope!

November Donation Drive
Helps Outreach

Please prayerfully consider bringing food
and clothing donations to benefit Helps Outreach. A list of requested items will be at
the kiosk. Deposit your donations in the two
white wicker bins outside Moss Hall or in the
large bins behind the Reception Desk at the
entrance of Moss Hall.

Mission Committee News

GIVING TUESDAY
November 28

‘ROUND THE TABLE SING
December 13 | 5 p.m.

PW LUNCHEON
November 14

In its sixth year, Giving Tuesday is a
global day of giving celebrated after
Black Friday and Cyber Monday
and serves as a kickoff to charitable
giving around the world. Please
prayerfully consider making a donation. To be nationally recognized
for your donation, use the hashtag
#GivingTuesday on social media.

The pre-dinner program features
music by our children’s handbell
and vocal choirs in the Sanctuary.
At 5:30 p.m., come to Moss Hall for
dinner and ‘Round the Table Sing
featuring Christmas songs and carols: “Deck the Hall,” “Jingle Bells,”
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”
and much more!

The Rebecca Circle will host the
Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon
at 11:30 a.m. in Moss Hall. Chante
Pemberton, of Blue Zones of Southwest Florida, will speak. Marie Capita, of Taste of Immokalee, is the
Mission in Action. Sign up at the
reception desk, kiosk or call (239)
261-1487. Lunch is $8.

As the 2017 fiscal year comes to a close and leadership
roles are being transferred, we would like to thank Tom
and Mary Lynn Moser for their leadership with the MOC.
Tom and Mary Lynn have spent countless hours working in
the name of Christ, to focus the efforts and contributions
of Moorings members to those in need in our community
and abroad. Tom and Mary Lynn, we are grateful for your
time and your leadership.
The 2017 final report will show that $251,147 was donated to various organizations in our community and across
the globe.
We have so much to be thankful for and so much to give.
It is our prayer that in 2018 Moorings Church will continue to bless those in need in the way that we have been
blessed.
Travis Hill and Mary Beth Schultheis,
MOC co-chairs

HAITI MISSION LUNCHEON
November 12 | 11:15 a.m.
The second annual Haiti Mission Luncheon
will celebrate all the good works being done
in Haiti by MPC mission partners. Andy Mayo,
CEO of Medical Benevolence Foundation, and
Louissaint Destin, in-country director for Love
the Children, will speak about how these organizations are transforming lives for Christ.
Reservations are requested. RSVP at the kiosk.

Happy Birthday to November

Presbyterian Women

Join a Circle for fellowship, prayer

As our new season begins, the Moorings Presbyterian Women’s CoordiTrust in the Lord with
nating Team encourages all MPC women to join a Circle. A Circle is a group of
all your heart, and do not
women bonded by faith, respect and friendship. The six Circles meet monthrely on your own insight.
ly during the season and are named: Elizabeth, Esther, Lydia, Martha/Rachel,
In all your ways acNaomi and Rebecca.
knowledge him, and he
Our Circles provide Bible Study, Fellowship and Stewardship opportuniwill make straight your
ties. Each Circle has a Chair or Co-Chairs to coordinate and to guide us in the
paths.
many activities. For Bible Study, we read assigned Bible passages and use
Proverbs 3: 5-6
various resources to help us understand the scripture. At our meetings, we
discuss how to apply this understanding in our present-day lives.
Each Circle has opportunities for Fellowship through conversations. Strong friendships develop; we celebrate
in joyous occasions and offer support in difficult circumstances. All Circles share the responsibility of promoting
fellowship following Sunday services by contributing and serving refreshments. Each Circle also promotes fellowship when members host one of the six Luncheon Gatherings held each season.
Regarding Stewardship, each Circle selects and supports a mission by collecting a voluntary contribution for
the year as well as by making an offering to the Fellowship of the Least Coin at the monthly meetings. Circle members are also notified about opportunities to support and/or participate in many worthwhile Church missions
throughout the year.
Belonging to a Circle greatly enhances our lives as women members. New members are welcome to join any
Circle at any time. Specific information about the Circles is available in the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Women’s Trifold and will also be provided in the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Women’s Handbook.
Moorings Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team
Sybil McGennis, Publicity

New Preschool Chapel Curriculum
The MPC Preschool
children got their first
chapel experience of
the new year in October. Created by Pastor
Doug Learned and Preschool Director Nanette
Rathbun, the new chapel curriculum encourages the children to connect God and his word
with their lives. Pastor
Doug Learned taught
the Bible lesson, “How
the World Began” from
Genesis 1. Director of
Children and Family
Ministries Joy Newton
led the music portion,
singing the song “This
is the Day.” In class, the
children
memorized
Genesis 1:1.

A team of PROs

There is a little-known group of 52
dedicated men and women who work
behind the scenes to organize the pew
racks in the Sanctuary. They’re called
PROs (Pew Rack Organizers) and they
ensure our worship spaces look neat
and tidy for Sunday services.
PROs straighten the Bibles and
hymnals, replace pens and pencils,
check Friendship Pads and organize the
informational material in the racks to
keep the congregation up-to-date on
MPC activities. The PROs for November
are: Joyce Loffree, Diann Rinker and
Barbara Linville. Please thank them by
leaving your area neat and orderly after Sunday services. Recycle unwanted
paper in bins in the rear of the sanctuary.
Three PRO positions are currently open. If you are interested in serving, please contact Sue Demidovich at
(239) 455-6295 or at demidoviches@
gmail.com.

Sarah DeShields
Michael McNeal
Carleen Reckman
Carleton Cleveland Jr.
Greg Foster
Meredith Jones
Len Larsen
Chuck Carlsen
Jacob Scott
Kathryn “Kathy” Shannon
Marie “Lane” Bonaquist
Donald Campbell
Collin Davis-Konuk
Karly Davis-Konuk
Jennifer Lee
Sarah Mihailoff
Steve Vail
MacKenzie Barrett
William “Rob” Carlson
Tatum Johansson
Stephen Lawson
Erica Vanover
Fran Beamer
Tom Dyke
Larry Hardy
Megan Kinney
Jane Schmidt
Gwen DeWitt
Gregory Graefe
Thomas “Tom” Strickland
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11/6
11/7
11/7
11/7

Donald Goldsmith
Claudia Schmitt
Olivia Struble
James Struble
Lily L’Esperance
George “Joey” Nicol
Mary Rowe
Lois Bagwell
Jean Johnson
Carson Lee
Kathy O’Neill
James “Jim” Greer Jr.
Alan VanNess
Betty “BJ” Wilson
Fred Bergman
Jack Clark
Keenan Donaldson
Byron Felter
Richard Ponton
Richard Chormann
Allen Perry
Paula Stone
Charlotte Dailey
Jennifer Hand
Donald “Don” Leber
Travis Abbott
Judy Jacobson
Nancy Bicket
Camille Lachesnez
Weston Gentzle
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11/16
11/17
11/17
11/18

Joy Newton
Joseph Sees
Michael Gentzle
Greg Franklin
Ryan Rumberger
Eleanor Brodrick
Michael Pellegrino
Samantha Sees
Grady Chronister
Robert Hatch
Meredith Holtz
Jonathan Kepple
Kathlene Stakely
Mike Hawryluk
Dale Taubensee
Bret Boyd
Dorothy Hagman
Graham Lausterer
Joan Anderson
Robert Keith
Alexandra Maxson
Zachary Maxson
Norma McNeal
Janette Rankin
Bane Lausterer
Nicholas “Nic” Monette
Mary Payne
Sherree Woods
Cindy Lausterer
John Vanover
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November Anniversaries
Paul and Marty Franklin
Len and Sue Larsen
Don and Deborah Baluch
Matt and Allison Young
Jerry and Susan Watkins
Patrick and Wendy Dowling
Charles and Ada Walz
Howard and Susanne Landis
Michael Pellegrino and John Stansell
Philip and Joanne Wolfe
Steve and Cynthia DeShields
Larry and Sally Tibstra
Salomon and Jen Cardenas

11/2
11/4
11/4
11/10
11/11
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/18

Chuck and Corky Carlsen
Max and Johanna Winia
Tony and Nancy Pressley
Martin and Emily de St Pierre
Marty and Teri Ringham
Jeffrey and Susan Nunner
William and Jill Keith
Emily and Eric Hazlett
George and Beverly Metcalf
Robin and Kris Doyle
Paul and Nancy Theado
Jim and Karen Warnken
Dyam and Melissa Sanchez

Happy Birthday & Congratulations to October

		

In Memoriam

Susan Felter, September 13, 2017
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Holiday
Worship Schedule
ADVENT
9 & 10 a.m. December 3, 10 & 17
CHRISTMAS EVE
10 a.m. Sunday, December 24
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
5 p.m. Christmas Eve (Children & Family)
8 p.m. Christmas Eve (Traditional Service)
NEW YEAR’S EVE
10 a.m. Sunday, December 31

791 Harbour Drive, Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 261-1487 | Pastoral Emergency Line (239) 213-1582
www.mooringschurch.org

