Mission Outreach in God’s Name
Opportunities to Participate

“The holiest moment
of the church service
is the moment
when God’s people –
strengthened by
preaching and sacrament –
go out the church door
into the world
to be the church.”
Moorings Line
May – June 1976

The Moorings Presbyterian Church

“When Jesus had called the Twelve together…He sent them
to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”
Luke 9:1 – 2

A Message from Our Senior Pastor…

Dear Moorings members and friends:
I have a dream for our church…that God sees us as a “mission church”.
What do I mean by that? First, let us keep foremost in our minds that the church itself is Christ’s
mission in the world. And secondly, we show others the way to Christ by demonstrating His
grace and mercy through both our words and deeds.
Jesus gave us important guidance with the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew
25, when He said “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me,”
and then He continues the parable with “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Whenever I see our Moorings children, youth, and adults packing meals together, tutoring kids,
serving at the soup kitchen, serving Thanksgiving meals in Immokalee, ringing bells for the
Salvation Army, donating and delivering food, clothing, and blankets, volunteering in many
ways at our mission partner organizations, showing what it is like to have to walk miles for
water, striving to improve lives in Guatemala and Haiti, and donating generously to mission
causes, I am filled with pride for our church. And I know that while we can’t measure it, many
are being brought to Christ through these initiatives, as they see God’s grace and mercy
shining through the wonderful people of Moorings, with your generosity and hands-on
involvements.
This booklet, which has been prepared by our Mission Outreach Committee, provides the
opportunity for each of you to identify where your own special gifts can serve to help “the
least of these” in God’s name.
God bless each of you,

Doug Learned, Senior Pastor
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To Our Fellow Members of Moorings…
We hope you find this new handbook helpful, and we welcome your feedback and
suggestions.
As your Mission Outreach Committee, we seek to lead our church’s efforts to:


Understand the challenges of those in need in our communities,



Build active partnerships with mission outreach organizations who are addressing those
needs in meaningful and effective ways, and



Provide opportunities for the church’s adults, youth and children to participate.

Moorings makes a real difference in people’s lives, building on our church’s strong mission
history. We invite each of you to be involved.
This handbook is organized around some questions that today’s and tomorrow’s Moorings
members may have about our church’s mission outreach activities:
1. Naples is such a wealthy place… Are there actually that many people in need? If so,
what’s our focus?
2. Does Moorings also help people internationally? Are their conditions improving?
3. How are the church’s “Mission Partner Organizations” selected and addressed?
4. What special appeals take place?
5. Are there additional activities, including ones for the church’s children and youth?
6. How can I learn more about ways to be involved?
To the many who are engaged already in our church’s mission outreach work… Thank you!
To others who would like to join in… We welcome you! Opportunities to serve are described
herein for each of Moorings’ mission partner organizations.
God bless,
Members of the Mission Outreach Committee:










Pru Boyson
Angela Bruckner
Maria Cooper
Katie Dobbins
Larry Fehrenbaker
David Granfield
Marlys Haughie
Barbara Knepshield
Jim Knepshield
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Bob Lichy
Phyllis Mason
Jean Mohr
Mary Lynn Moser, co-chair
Tom Moser, co-chair
Mary Poston
Mary Beth Schultheis
George Wiley
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1. Naples is such a wealthy place… Are there actually that many people in need? If so,
what’s our focus?
Yes, many are in need.
Many of us fondly call Naples “paradise”… Many others who are vital to our overall Collier
County community live very differently.
On the one hand…






We are among the top 3% of US Metro
areas as to percentage of full-time
residents who are millionaires.

On the other hand, as to our 80,000 children:


31% live at or below the poverty line.



Over 95,000 of our households (6.7%)
had at least $1 million in liquid assets in
2014.

49% live in non-English-speaking homes…
They were born in 118 countries.



47% in the third grade cannot read with
minimal proficiency.

Our median annual income is $57,000,
compared to $27,000 nationally.



63% are eligible for subsidized lunches.

These children and their families in Golden Gate, Immokalee, and other areas of our city and
county live in very difficult conditions, which for the migrant workers are compounded by their
special location challenges.
We at Moorings want to do our part to improve the lives of those in need in our local
community.
We focus on two areas:


Children, to enable them to have a brighter future through education, including
participation by their parents.



Families and individuals who are experiencing food insecurity and other dimensions of
poverty and hopelessness.

Children…”Each Child’s Tomorrow”
Our mission partner organizations (“MPOs”) for children are:





Grace Place for Children and Families
New Horizons of Southwest Florida
Guadalupe Center
Immokalee Child Care Center

Families and Individuals in Need: “Hope with Help”
Our MPOs here are:





St. Matthew’s House
Helps Outreach
Meals of Hope
Guadalupe Social Services

The following pages describe Moorings’ eight local MPOs and our church’s initiatives to
support them.
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GRACE PLACE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
graceplacenaples.org
Mission: Grace Place puts faith into action – providing pathways out of poverty by educating
children and families.
What do they do? Grace Place addresses the critical need for early childhood development
two-fold, by teaching the child and by strengthening the family, through the following four
programs:
Bright Beginnings offers interactive learning,
classroom readiness, and socialization skills for
young children while their parents learn best
practices to provide a strong developmental
foundation for their children.
School Age Programs include programs for
elementary and middle school grades, Academy
of Leaders, and the AP Leadership Program for
high school students.
The Adult English Language and Literacy Program provides English language and literacy
lessons in one-on-one small group formats.
A Friday Food Pantry meets the basic needs of nourishment and health to support success in
educational programs.
How does Moorings help? Moorings provides volunteer support for Grace Place, as well as
annual operational funding. We have also provided capital funds for a classroom expansion
initiative. Each summer the Youth of our church help to fill school backpacks, and food
donations at Moorings are directed to Grace Place’s food pantry for two months each year.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings’ members?
Grace Place is in great need of volunteers to help with:


English language classes for parents (various times), and



The baby, toddler and preschool classrooms (M-Th 9:30 am -12:30 pm).

A much abbreviated list of other opportunities includes: assist with homework, reading
partners, math or other tutoring and mentoring; provide a special lesson in art, music,
gardening, science, hobbies, or other interests; assist with college applications and essays;
answer phones; make copies; greet guests; drive a small bus or a large bus; sort and organize
books; photography; newsletter; and event planning. Various times are available. For more
details and even more volunteer opportunities visit
www.graceplacenaples.org/becomeavolunteer.
Team leader: Interim–Tom & Mary Lynn Moser, tmoser45@gmail.com, mmoser@carolina.rr.com
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NEW HORIZONS OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
newhorizonsofswfl.org
Mission: To empower at-risk youth (grades K – 12) to reach their full potential through tutoring,
mentoring & faith.
What do they do? New Horizons, a faith-based organization, provides after school and
summer camp programs for over 400 at-risk students whose families do not speak English at
home, live below the poverty level, and are unable to help their children with their homework.
These programs offer tutoring, mentoring and Biblically based character education. In
addition, New Horizons offers Super Girls Club to 4th and 5th grade girls to help them learn social
skills and prepare them for middle school. New Horizons’ Super Kids Choir sings at churches
and community events. Programs are located at churches within the communities where the
children live and go to school, and they provide transportation to the after school programs.

Helping with homework

New Horizons’ Super Kids Choir performs at Moorings

How does Moorings help?
Moorings provides financial support for operating needs, and this year also provided special
capital funding for computer-based learning in math and reading. A number of Moorings
members now volunteer with after-school tutoring and mentoring of Super Kids.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings’ members?
o Tutoring and mentoring students one or more days a week during the school year:
o Elementary students, M – Th, 3:30-5 pm at Shadowlawn, Pebblebrook, Rosemary, Estero,
Bonita or Ft. Myers locations.
o Teens in middle school, M – Th 4 – 6 pm at Shadowlawn or Estero locations.
o High school students, M – Th 2-4 pm at Shadowlawn or Estero locations.
o Teaching a craft to 4th and 5th grade girls Fridays, 4-6 pm at Shadowlawn, Rosemary or
Estero.
o Sharing a career with the teens M-Th from 2-4 pm or 4-6pm at Shadowlawn or Estero sites.
o Serving on one of the committees to help with fundraising, marketing, finance or corporate
sponsorship
o Providing materials listed on the Wish List on their website.
Program Locations:
o Bonita Springs: First United Methodist Church of Bonita Springs, 27690 Shriver Ave, and
Rosemary Park, 26645 Vagabond Way
o Estero: Estero United Methodist Church, 8088 Lord’s Way, and River of Life Church, 21580
River Ranch Rd.
o Ft. Myers: Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church, 8260 Cypress Lake Dr.
o Naples: Pebblebrook, 15205 Collier Boulevard #201-202, and East Naples Baptist Church,
1697 Shadowlawn Dr.
o

Team leader: Mary Lynn Moser, mmoser@carolina.rr.com, 239 263-2651
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THE GUADALUPE CENTER OF IMMOKALEE
guadalupecenter.org
Mission: To break the cycle of poverty through education.
What do they do? The Early Childhood Education program provides quality day care and preschool for 270 children, with more than 350 on a wait list. In the After School program 650
elementary students receive help with school work from volunteers and from 70 high school
students who are members of the Tutor Corps. The Tutor Corps members are paid and also
receive scholarships for their future college education… 101 former Tutor Corps members are
enrolled in college presently and 56 have graduated. Other programs include Back to School
Shoes, Thanksgiving in the Park, and Holiday Gift Shop.

Thanksgiving

How does Moorings help? Moorings has been a supporter of the Guadalupe Center since its
beginning, and Moorings members have been both board members and employees. In 1982,
members of our church helped establish the annual Thanksgiving in the Park event… Today,
Moorings members serve as volunteers. Additionally, our church provides operating funds for
the organization.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members? Some are shown below,
and you can call 239 657 7711 for additional information.
Early Childhood Education




Become a “Reading Pal” by reading to/with the students on a weekly basis
“Adopt a Classroom” by volunteering in one specific classroom doing tasks as needed
Help to organize and manage the children’s library

After-School/Summer Program




Become a “Reading Buddy” by reading to/with the students on a weekly basis
Assist students with homework
Teach a special interest program, sewing, music, art, etc.

Tutor Corps






Mentor a high school Tutor Corps student; provide opportunity for employment
“shadowing”
Help Tutor Corps juniors research and apply to Pre-College Summer Programs
Assist Tutor Corps students in SAT and ACT prep
Proofread Tutor Corps seniors’ college applications and essays
Provide opportunities for employment shadowing

Special projects – Back to School Shoes, Thanksgiving in the Park, Holiday Gift Shop.
Team leader: Marlys Haughie, mhaughiem@yahoo.com, 239 398-8251
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IMMOKALEE CHILD CARE CENTER, INC.
Immokaleechildcarecenter.org
Mission: To serve the Immokalee community by providing exceptional educational programs
and the highest quality childcare.
What do they do? The Immokalee Child Care Center provides subsidized care and a
nationally accredited preschool curriculum for the children of migrant and low-income
working families. The Center is an 11,000 square foot facility that serves over 100 children who
are one month to 5 years of age. This past year they added cutting edge educational
programs that support the current START Curriculum (Science, Technology, Arts, and Reading
Together). The creation of a Technology Library has allowed children to gain necessary
technological skills to give them a “jump start” into Kindergarten. FIT START is ICCC’s new
preschool fitness and wellness program. In order to support the families and improve the
quality of their education, ICCC is in the initial stages of implementing a comprehensive
parent education program START RIGHT for families who do not speak English. The goal is to
make a difference in the lives of children.

Parents learning English
How does Moorings help? Two Moorings members serve on the board of directors, and our
church provides operating funding for their START RIGHT program.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members?
At the Center:
In Naples:

Reading to the children
Working with the technology center
Rocking babies
Working on fundraisers such as the stuffing party for the Stay-At-Home Tea
Joining the Board

Program Locations:
Center: 415 Colorado Ave.
Immokalee, FL 34142
Tel: 239 657-4130

Administrative Office: 3775 Airport Pulling Rd N. Unit B
Naples, FL 34105
Tel: 239 261-1774
E-Mail: Naplesiccc@aol.com

Team leader: Prudence Boyson, pruboyson@aol.com; 239 261-5793
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ST. MATTHEW’S HOUSE, INC.
stmatthewshouse.org
Mission: To change lives in a spiritual environment that is both compassionate and disciplined
as well as provide housing for the homeless and food for the needy.
What do they do? St. Matthew’s House, a faith-based organization, currently offers emergency
housing and rehabilitative homeless services, a feeding ministry, and jail and hospital chaplain
services. What started as a soup kitchen over 27 years ago has grown into life changing
programs designed to return otherwise struggling individuals and families into a life of selfsufficiency. Justin’s Place was established in 2010 to provide an affordable and long-term
substance abuse recovery program.
The thrift stores offer a threefold ministry:
1) Providing an opportunity to train and employ those who would otherwise not be
employable; 2) Providing clothing and other household items for the working poor of our
community; and 3) Providing funds to support the mission and operation of St. Matthew’s
House.
SMH Catering is an in-house commercial enterprise that not only helps provide much-needed
revenue for St. Matthew’s House, but also teaches servers valuable skills needed to work in
Florida’s thriving hospitality industry and general job-readiness abilities to maintain work
throughout their lives.

How does Moorings help? Moorings provides financial support and has a history of additional
important involvement, including volunteering. Food and clothing donations are directed to
St. Matthew’s House two months of the year. Moorings also hosts the three graduation
ceremonies that take place annually for the Justin’s Place recovery program.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members? Pack groceries and
organize shelves in the food pantry; kitchen assistance; administrative or staff support; serve
holiday meals (Thanksgiving, Christmas) as well as other days; serve meals at Justin’s Place
Feeding Ministry; support fundraising and special events; hold a fundraising event and/or
conduct a donation drive; jails ministry; thrift stores support. Contact: Donna Martin, Volunteer
Coordinator at (239) 774-0500 x108.
Program locations:
 Offices & Food Pantry: 2001 Airport Road S, Naples
 Justin’s Place Feeding Ministry: 2691 Airport Rd. S, Naples
 Immokalee Friendship House: 602 W, Main St., Immokalee
 Thrift Stores: 2601 Airport Rd. S and 1115 Airport Rd. S, Naples; 1520 Lake Trafford Rd and
630 W Main St., Immokalee; 25091 Bernwood Dr., Bonita Springs; 3954 Broadway, Ft. Myers
Team leader: Katie Dobbins, katherinetdobbins@gmail.com, 413 884-5468
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HELPS OUTREACH
helpsoutreachinc.org
Mission: Helps Outreach exists to promote the Gospel and the Lordship of Jesus Christ among
all people and nations of every race, ethnicity, and social-economic background. The
organization’s focus is to demonstrate His love by providing goods and services, without
charge, to those who are among the poorest and neediest in the community.
What do they do? Helps Outreach distributes food, clothing, furniture, and household items
and services to families in need in our community without charge. They are serving over 3,000
individuals per month, in “hands up” ways by also providing guidance and counseling to
them.
Clean, slightly used clothing is displayed in a pleasant, small department store-like setting,
where patrons in need are allowed to choose items from racks, arranged and sorted by size,
style and gender. Babies’ and children’s clothing and goods are arranged in a separate
area. Food items which have been donated by individuals, churches, and grocers are
displayed in a grocery store-like pantry, where patrons in need are given grocery bags,
depending upon family size, to fill with food items of their choice.
The atmosphere of caring and compassionate volunteers helps to create a feeling of selfworth and dignity in those who come to Helps Outreach in need of clothing and food.
Counselors and chaplains are available for those seeking spiritual guidance, and they are
referred to local churches if requested. Helps Outreach is faith based and not affiliated with
any specific church or denomination.

How does Moorings help? Members donate food and clothing for two months of the year,
and in the spring also purchase and fill several hundred grocery bags of food items for Helps
Outreach to distribute. Moorings also provides operational funding, and this year provided
capital funding for a new commercial refrigeration unit. Those who come to our church
seeking assistance, clothing and food are referred to Helps Outreach.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members?
Volunteers are always welcome at Helps Outreach. Opportunities are available in sorting
clothing, preparing for clothing display, and assisting patrons in need with clothing selections.
Other opportunities are available in the food pantry, as well as in the weekly collection of
items by the agency truck team. Data entry help is also needed, as all patron visits are
tracked and recorded. Helps Outreach is open on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10
AM to 3 PM. Location: 2025 J&C Blvd, Unit 1-4, Naples, FL 34109. Inquiries, please contact 239
593-3226.
Team leader: Larry Fehrenbaker, lgfehrenbaker@comcast.net, 239 949-0887.
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MEALS OF HOPE
meals-of-hope.org
Mission: To alleviate hunger utilizing a hands on approach where volunteers come together
and assemble highly nutritious meals that are then distributed by accredited food banks.
What do they do? Meals of Hope, a faith-based organization, organizes packaging events
throughout the community where volunteers come together and assemble four different types
of meals, all containing up to 12 grams of protein and 21 different vitamins and minerals.
Distribution locally is through the Harry Chapin Food Bank.

How does Moorings help?

For several years, our church has raised funds and organized

volunteers for an annual two-hour meal packing event at Moorings.

Over 100 church

members, of all ages, have been participating each year, packing some 50,000 meals.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings’ members?


Participate in the annual meal packing event at Moorings.



Participate in other Meals of Hope packing events, for example a major one on Christmas
Eve in Ft. Myers, in which over 500,000 meals are packed in two hours.



Volunteer in the Meals of Hope food pantry to assist clients with their food choices. The
Meals of Hope food pantry is open on Thursdays, and volunteers are needed from 1:30 –
5:30 pm each week. The food pantry is located at the Old Golden Gate Library/New
Golden Gate Senior Center, 4898 Coronado Pkwy, Naples.

Team leader: Mark Gorby (on behalf of the Deacons), stormymgb@gmail.com, 239 254-1816
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GUADALUPE SOCIAL SERVICES
catholiccharitiescc.org/Guadalupe/htm
Mission: In adherence to the teachings of Jesus, Guadalupe Social Services seeks to
empower all in need regardless of race, nationality, or creed. Guadalupe Social Services
provides immediate help to those in need, creates hope among those who previously had
none, and serves all with kindness and compassion. They strive to fight poverty, strengthen
families, and build communities.
What do they do? Guadalupe Social Services focuses on filling basic needs through the Casa
Maria Soup Kitchen; the food pantry; direct assistance for rent, utilities and prescriptions;
Certified Immigration Services; and its clothing room and shower program. The Guadalupe
English School provides classes for mothers to learn English.

How does Moorings help? Moorings has been a supporter of Guadalupe Social Services for
the past 35 years, collecting food and clothing and serving in the soup kitchen. Some
members have also helped in the English school. Moorings also provides operating funds.
Moorings volunteers now also fully staff the soup kitchen on the third Monday of each month.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members?


Casa Maria Soup Kitchen – “Moorings’ Day” is the 3rd Monday of each month (6 – 8
people) 10:40 am -2 pm – Contact Maria Cooper at 239 643-2891.



Food pantry – 9:30 am–12:30 pm, Mon – Fri to distribute food and stock pantry (2-4 people)



Food deliveries – 3 to 4 times/month to receive and sort food (10 – 15 people)



Clerical – Daily for filing, data entry, writing thank you notes (1 – 2 people)



Monthly mailing – 1st week of each month to prepare 1000 piece mailing



Clothing room and shower program – sorting donations, monitoring clothing (2 – 3 people)

Team leader: Maria Cooper, mariaelena1019@comcast.net; 239 643-2891
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2. Does Moorings also help people internationally? Are their conditions improving?
Yes to both questions.
The challenges beyond our shores are overwhelming:


Over 15,000 children under five years of age die each day from causes that are
preventable.



750 million people, or one in ten of the world’s population, do not have access to safe
water.



Maternal mortality rates in developing regions are 14 times higher than in developed
regions.

And yet, the work of Christian organizations and churches, along with many others, has had a
tremendous impact.


Over 1.8 billion people who were without clean water in 1990 now have it.



52% of the world lived in absolute poverty in 1981… By 2010, this was reduced to 21%.



100 million children were not in school in 2000… By 2012, this was reduced to 51 million.



In the 20 years from 1990 to 2010, the number of children dying by their 5th birthday
declined by 50%. The number declined from 9.9 million in 2000 to 6.3 million in 2013.



Enrollment in primary education has reached 90%.

A future can now be envisaged in which every child has nutritious food, clean water, and
access to quality care and education, and in which no child dies of preventable causes.
Our efforts at Moorings are focused on two of the most challenging countries in the world:


Guatemala…In child malnutrition, Guatemala ranks worst in the Western Hemisphere
and 3rd worst in the world.



Haiti…The poorest country in the Western Hemisphere is also still recovering from its
devastating 2010 earthquake.

Our close proximity to these countries enables us to “see and touch” Moorings’ initiatives. Our
team leaders for Guatemala and Haiti visit there several times a year.
Moorings also supports the work of ECHO, the global organization based in Ft. Myers that
provides agricultural training in many countries including Guatemala and Haiti.
The following pages describe Moorings’ five international NGOs and our initiatives in
supporting them:


ECHO



Jim Smith School & Scholarships (Guatemala)



Love the Children (Haiti)



Medical Benevolence Foundation (Haiti)



Miracles in Action (Guatemala)
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“Feed my lambs.”
John 21:15
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ECHO, INC.

echonet.org
Mission: To reduce hunger and improve the lives of small-scale farmers worldwide, ECHO
works to identify, validate, document and disseminate best practices in sustainable agriculture
and appropriate technology. ECHO is committed to Christ’s call to serve the poor.
What do they do? ECHO, with global headquarters in Ft. Myers, Florida, provides agricultural
and related technology training to development workers in more than 165 countries.
Resources are shared through an online web portal, through training programs and an annual
agricultural conference in Florida, and through regional impact centers and conferences in
Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean.

How does Moorings help? Moorings has historically provided support for ECHO’s capital
needs. Over the past three years, this has included expansion of the seed bank facility,
translation equipment to expand participations in ECHO’s international training conferences,
and renovation of a key facility that houses visiting staff and trainees.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings’ members?
 Global Farm: Tuesday - Friday: from 9-12 with potentially further opportunities from 1:30 - 4:30
(depending on the need). Helping agricultural staff and Interns with various activities,
including gardening.
 Maintenance : Tuesday – Friday: Shifts between 8:30 – 5:00. This volunteer opportunity is ideal
for “handyman” volunteers or those with a special interest or skill in construction. Tasks may
include odd jobs, building maintenance, and/or farm work. Carpenters, mechanics, heavy
equipment operators, and engineers are welcome!
 Community Engagement: For those who enjoy working in their communities and engaging
small and/or large groups of people, ECHO often needs excellent presenters, guest
speakers, writers, tour docents, and goodwill ambassadors.
 Social Media Team: Graphic designers, videographers, and social media pros are needed
to promote ECHO’s mission.
 Clerical, Housekeeping, Library: Opportunities in these areas are available upon request.
All the above volunteer opportunities take place at 17391 Durrance Road in North Ft. Myers. If
interested, fill out the volunteer application on their website, or phone the Moorings team
leader (below) for more information.
Team leader: David Granfield, dwgranfield@yahoo.com, 239 287-7075
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“Every human life is a gift from God.”
Mother Teresa
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Guatemala… Did You Know?
Overall


Population: 14 million (half are children under 18)



Location: Central America, southeast of Mexico



Size: About the same as Tennessee



Religion: 40 – 50 % Roman Catholic, 30 – 40 % Protestant (primarily Pentecostal),
10 – 20 % non-Christian



Language: Spanish and 22 Mayan languages… Half of the population are indigenous
Mayans

Challenges


Child malnutrition (over 50%) is 3rd worst in the world



Over half the people live in extreme poverty



High rates of infant mortality, under five mortality, and pregnancy related deaths of
women



Average schooling: 6th grade for boys, 3rd grade for girls

Progress


Charitable organizations (NGOs) are having positive impacts in nutrition, education,
and other areas



96% of children are now enrolled in primary school

Good nutrition = Growth

Clean water from the well
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JIM SMITH SCHOOL AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Historical Context: In late 1998, Hurricane Mitch caused great devastation in much of Central
America, including Guatemala. Six months later, a group from Moorings went to Guatemala
and visited Balcones de Palin, a new town the government had established to house 400
families displaced by the hurricane. The Moorings group saw that the town had no school,
church, or medical clinic. On their return to the US, they learned of the untimely death of Jim
Smith, chair of Moorings’ mission committee, and they proposed that Moorings fund the
building of a primary school in Balcones as a memorial to him. Through Moorings’ funding and
other partnerships, the Jim Smith School opened in June 2001. Today, over 400 children attend
the school in grades K–6, with school fees and teachers paid by the government.
Subsequently, Moorings assisted with the development of a church, water tower, road
pavings, computer lab, and medical clinic in Balcones. For the school, our focus became
providing scholarships to graduates of the primary school so they could further their
education.
Mission: Today, Moorings’ focus is two-fold:
 Provide ongoing scholarships to the top 15 students of each year’s graduating class, to
help them attend middle school and then high school or vocational school, so they can
achieve the education needed to raise themselves and their families out of poverty, and
 Help maintain the school as a quality facility.

School & new kitchen (on left)

Thank you, Moorings!

Children in class

How does Moorings accomplish the mission? The Jim Smith School and Scholarships Subcommittee works with a dedicated Guatemalan Paco Valiente and his son Rene on the
scholarship program and the school’s physical needs. Over 500 scholarships have been
granted to date. Members of the sub-committee and other Moorings members make
periodic visits to Guatemala to monitor progress and assess needs. The committee organizes
an annual luncheon to update our congregation about Guatemala and the school, and to
kick off an annual fundraising drive.
During 2014, Pastor Learned and several Moorings members visited the school with Paco
Valiente. In December 2013, Rene Valiente came to Moorings to update members on
progress being made in the lives of the students. In addition, a special bequest was received,
which permitted necessary repairs and improvements to the school property.
Moorings also contributes funds to certain capital projects. In 2015, for example, our church
and Miracles in Action funded the construction of a kitchen facility for the school.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members?
 Participate in oversight visits to Guatemala
 Serve on the Jim Smith School and Scholarships Sub-Committee
 Assist with the annual luncheon
Team leader: George Wiley, georgeswiley@yahoo.com, 239 598-3940
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MIRACLES IN ACTION
miraclesinaction.org
Mission: To empower Guatemalans living in extreme poverty to help themselves through
sustainable projects that improve education, nutrition, and vocational skills, and that create
jobs.
What do they do? Miracles in Action funds and coordinates the construction of schools;
provides educational support (backpacks, school supplies, teacher training, preschool
programs, etc.); develops and oversees nutrition and agriculture projects (nutrition workshops,
community and school gardens, etc.); provides vocational program support to make
participants more self-sufficient (carpentry, sewing, electrical, jewelry making, etc.); and
creates jobs (through the sale of Guatemalan handicrafts in the United States). Miracles in
Action also has sponsored training for Moorings’ Jim Smith School and Scholarships
administrator in Guatemala, Paco Valiente, and works with him on the school’s needs.
Miracles in Action also provided funding for leadership training of Balcones de Palin youth.
Miracles in Action believes in working in partnership with poor Guatemalan people, giving
them a hand up instead of a hand-out.

New health-friendly stove

Learning new skills

How does Moorings help? Moorings members volunteer with Miracles in Action both in Naples
and Guatemala, largely by assisting with handicraft sales at local farmers markets. Moorings
also provides a venue for the sale of handicrafts at its annual Guatemala luncheon. Moorings
provides operating funds for Miracles in Action projects in Guatemala and collects toys
annually for the organization to provide to children in Guatemala for Christmas. Miracles in
Action also helps with the shipment to Guatemala of water filters purchased from proceeds of
Moorings’ “Walk for Water” appeal.
What volunteer opportunities are available for Moorings members?
Office help in Naples - Contact Penny Rambacher at penny@miraclesinaction.org
Jewelry sales at the following events - Contact David Granfield at david@miraclesinaction.org:
 St. Paul Episcopal Farmer’s Market – every Saturday 8 am – 12 pm during season
 Marco Island Farmer’s Market – every Wednesday during season
 Chalk Art Fair – In January each year
 Sanibel Art Fair – In February each year
Team leader: David Granfield, dwgranfield@yahoo.com, 239 287-7075
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“If I look at the mass, I will never act. If I look at the one, I will.”
Mother Teresa
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Haiti… Did You Know?
Overall


Population: 10 million (4.2 million are children under 18)



Location: 90 miles southeast of Miami



Size: Slightly smaller than Maryland



Religion: Almost all Haitians are Christians…80% Roman Catholic, 6% Protestant



Language: Haitian Creole and French

Challenges


Haiti is the poorest country in the Western hemisphere… 60% of the people live on less
than $2 per day



A 7.0 earthquake in 2010 killed 300,000 people, orphaned 100,000 children, and left 1.5
million people homeless



Many, especially children, die from unclean water and malnutrition

Progress


Of the 1.5 million people left homeless from the earthquake, only 80,000 still live in the
tent camps today



School enrollment increased from 47% in 1993 to 88% in 2011



The economy is showing some growth



Direct foreign investment increased from $4 million to $250 million from 2001 to 2014



NGOs (charitable organizations) are having positive impacts

Engaging communities, toward brighter tomorrows
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LOVE THE CHILDREN, INC.
lovethechildren.org
Mission: To demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ by providing the children of Haiti basic life
needs such as food, water, shelter, and the hope that an education can provide.
Background: Love the Children was founded in 2012 by Moorings member Bob Lichy, after he
felt called to help with the enormous challenges children face in Haiti. He found and decided
to focus first on Larevwa, a very poor village that is located on a mountain ridge in a remote
area of southern Haiti, with no electricity and at that time no school for the children.
What do they do? Love the Children’s work has progressed through these stages:
 Larevwa’s first school was built in 2013 in partnership with the villagers. The villagers did the
work themselves, with financial support from Love the Children for materials they could not
obtain. The Evangelical Co-ed School of Larevwa was started in October 2013 for 204
children, and a leadership council of villagers was formed to operate the school and help
lead other initiatives.
 To help address hunger and malnutrition and to promote greater school attendance, Love
the Children began funding a daily meal (rice, beans, and locally available produce) for
the children attending school. The mothers do the cooking and serving.
 Because of its location on a mountain, access to water was a key challenge. After guiding
the villagers to build a reservoir and drill a well, Love the Children has provided a solar
water pump to move the water from the well to the reservoir.
 To help build self-sustainability for the school and the village, Love the Children now helps
with agricultural education and development. This includes sponsoring a villager, Luissaint
Destin, to attend training at ECHO and return to Larevwa to train others. Help will also be
provided for a demonstration garden, seeds, and materials.
 Next will be solar power for the school, to enable computer-based education resources for
the teachers and students, cooling fans for the classrooms, and adult skills training in the
evenings.

A healthy meal at school

How does Moorings help?

Operational funding from Moorings has enabled an additional pre-school classroom, ECHO
training, and other initiatives. Also, through the special Christmas offering of 2015, our
congregation is providing the funding for solar power at the school.
Moorings’ children are engaged as well. They are corresponding with the children of Larevwa
and raising funds to help them through their Children’s Mission Fair.
Team leader: Bob Lichy, bob@lichy.com; 724 816-5231
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MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION
mbfoundation.org
Mission: The Medical Benevolence Foundation (“MBF”) is a Christ-centered organization
dedicated to transforming the lives of individuals, communities, and nations through strategic
partnerships with indigenous healthcare organizations. MBF works as an indispensable link to
build and empower the ministry of Presbyterian churches in the majority world by developing
strong, self-sustaining healthcare ministries.
What do they do? MBF has provided, over its 50-year history, $136 million in training, technical
assistance, funding, medical supplies, equipment, medical professionals, and other resources
to sustain dedicated partners in 32 countries. The organization gives priority to countries with
the greatest healthcare challenges and needs, including Haiti, DR Congo, Kenya and Malawi.
In these four countries, for example, MBF:




Provides and oversees nursing scholarships, which it sees as one of the most strategic ways
to build sustainable healthcare systems in the majority world.
Works with community hospitals to learn their key needs and help with these, including
equipment, medicines, supplies, and trained professionals.
Helps support medical clinics, both primary as well as specialty ones that, for example,
address two of the most pressing issues in the majority world: safe pregnancies and
childbirths. One in 83 Haitian women will die in their lifetime while giving birth to a child.
(United States: one in 2,400)

Heading back home with the newborn

Nursing school graduates

How does Moorings help? Moorings provides financial support for two MBF initiatives in Haiti,
nursing scholarships and a women and children’s clinic. Both of these are in the Leogane
district, southwest of Port au Prince. The Darbonne Women and Children’s Clinic provides
maternity care for women and wellness care for infants. It commenced operations in 2013,
and the clinic has become even more important with the early 2014 announcement by
Doctors without Borders that they would be discontinuing their post-earthquake relief efforts in
the Leogane district. During the past year, there were over 2,000 patient visits to the clinic,
3,855 family planning appointments, and 885 babies safely delivered. A Moorings member
visits the clinic periodically, and feedback has been quite positive. The nursing scholarships
support is through the Faculty of Nursing Science of the Episcopal University of Haiti. This is the
only nursing school in Haiti that offers baccalaureate degrees.
Team leader: Tom Moser, tmoser45@gmail.com, 239 262-1975
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WEBSTER’S…
 FOCUS: to concentrate attention or effort
 DUE DILIGENCE: research and analysis (of an organization)
 RESULTS: beneficial or tangible effects
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3. How are the church’s “Mission Partner Organizations” selected and addressed?
The Mission Outreach Committee undertook detailed evaluations of 22 candidate
organizations along five dimensions, none of which was by itself determinative:


The importance of the organization’s mission and services in addressing important
needs of those in greatest need,



The organization’s commitment to financial accountability and governance, as well as
its need for funding from Moorings,



The organization’s focus on evaluating and reporting outcomes of its programs,



The extent to which our church’s members endorse and support the organization
through volunteering their time to them, and



The organization’s commitment to serve all in need, of all faiths and beliefs, while at the
same time, especially for a newly proposed organization, whether this is a Christian
organization who shares openly that its work is in God’s name and who therefore also
may have greater funding challenges than a secular organization who can gain
support from government agencies, secular foundations and the like.

Committee members reviewed all candidate organizations, for each dimension and overall,
and the highest rated organizations were selected for support.
Of the 22 organizations, 13 were determined to be mission partner organizations (“MPOs”) for
2015 and 2016. Two of the 13 are new as to Moorings support.
The list of MPOs is not intended to be static, and can change from year to year.
Some funding continues for seven additional organizations: Friendship Help Clinic, Fun Time
Early Childhood Academy, Literacy Volunteers, Salvation Army, Neighborhood Health Clinic,
Redlands Christian Migrant Association, and Harry Chapin Food Bank (who also receives the
meals packaged in our Meals of Hope event). Mision Peniel also receives Moorings’ food and
clothing donations for two months of the year. And, Moorings Presbyterian Women continue
to provide some financial and other support to a number of additional organizations.
By greater focus on the 13 MPOs, Moorings can build a true partnering relationship, including:


A team leader from Moorings who will help inform church members about the
organization and volunteer opportunities, build a Moorings team of those with special
interest in the organization, propose special initiatives, and provide oversight.



More impactful funding to each MPO from the church’s annual budget (approximately
5% is allocated to mission outreach) and, in some instances from capital funding
support, cash appeals, and donated goods.



Greater church wide involvements… adults, youth and children… ranging from
volunteer initiatives to service on their boards.
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“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none…”
Luke 3:11

28

4. What special appeals take place?
There are two kinds of appeals…cash and donated goods.
Primary cash appeals are:


Special offerings at Easter and Christmas



Safe water appeal, in which the church’s youth and children participate… This past
year 89 water filters were funded and shipped to needy families in rural areas of
Guatemala



“Meals of Hope” initiative, in which funds are raised for meals that are packaged by
Moorings volunteers, including families



Jim Smith School & Scholarships appeal (see page 20).

We also organize opportunities for donations of goods, which bring help and hope to many.
These include:


Repositories in the church for year round donations of food and clothing for designated
local organizations to distribute to those in need



Special annual donations of filled grocery bags for Helps Outreach’s beneficiaries



For the Christmas season, donations of toys for children in the poorest areas of
Guatemala, and blankets for those helped locally by St. Matthew’s House

A water filter for the family

Her Christmas gift
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”Whoever is kind to the needy honors God.”
Proverbs 14:31
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5. Are there additional activities, including ones for the church’s children and youth?
Yes, there are many… Just a few examples:


For the annual Children’s Mission Fair, the children of Moorings make and sell crafts to
help support charities they select.



The Vacation Bible School students also make and sell craft items for a charitable
cause. This past year they raised funds to purchase bicycles for children in residence at
St. Matthew’s House.



Middle school youth periodically visit and help charitable organizations.



Moorings hosts the graduation ceremonies for Justin’s Place, the renowned addiction
recovery program of St. Matthew’s House.



Moorings members serve as Salvation Army bell ringers during the Christmas season.



Throughout the year, several wonderful Moorings women make quilts, ponchos, shawls,
scarves, and caps for poor villagers in Guatemala.

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22 and Mark 12
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“I think Jesus had in mind that we would not just be believers,
but participants.”
Bob Goff, Love Does
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6. How can I learn more about ways to be involved?
Here are some pathways:


For MPOs that may be of interest to you, contact the team leader shown at the bottom
of the earlier pages.



Websites are also shown, and more can be learned that way. Several of the websites
provide much more detailed information about volunteer opportunities.



Attend special church-wide luncheons that are held to describe initiatives in
Guatemala, Haiti, Hope with Help, and Each Child’s Tomorrow.



Join us for tours of local MPOs that are organized for church-wide participation.



Contact the Senior Pastor, Associate Pastor, church staff, and the MOC’s co-chairs
(Tom and Mary Lynn Moser) or members.
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INDEX TO MISSION PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
FOCUS AREA/MISSION PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

PAGE

LOCAL: CHILDREN… “Each Child’s Tomorrow”


Grace Place

6



Guadalupe Center

8



Immokalee Child Care Center

9



New Horizons of Southwest Florida
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LOCAL: FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS IN NEED… “Hope with Help”


Guadalupe Social Services
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Helps Outreach

11



Meals of Hope
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St. Matthew’s House

10

INTERNATIONAL


ECHO
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Jim Smith School & Scholarships (Guatemala)
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Love the Children (Haiti)
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Medical Benevolence Foundation (Haiti)
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Miracles in Action (Guatemala)
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improving?
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